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politiques européennes

DECISION OF THE AUTHORITY FOR EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES AND

EUROPEAN POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS
of 4 December 2025
IMPOSING SANCTIONS ON THE EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTY
‘PARTY OF THE EUROPEAN LEFT’
(Only the English text is authentic)

THE AUTHORITY FOR EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES AND EUROPEAN
POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS

Having regard to

— the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article 10, paragraph 4, thereof,

— the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 224 thereof,

~  Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 22 October 2014 on the statute and funding of European political parties and European
political foundations, as amended' (hereinafter ‘Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
1141/2014’), and in particular Articles 20, 22, 27 and 29 thereof,

Whereas:

(1)  The Party of the European Left (hereinafter ‘EL’) has its seat in Brussels, Belgium, and
was registered as a European political party by decision of 7 August 2017 of the
Authority for European Political Parties and European Political Foundations
(hereinafter the ‘ Authority”) (2017/C 428/11).

2) On 27 June 2025 EL submitted to the Authority financial statements and other
documentation relating to the year 2024 in view of Article 23(1) of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) No 1141/2014. The Authority requested from EL by emails of 22 July and 12
September 2025 additional information, to which EL submitted replies on 25 July 2025
and 19 September 2025, respectively, concerning the following interactions:

— atrip of an EL delegation to Venezuela on the occasion of the presidential elections
in that country on 28 July 2024, following an invitation by the Partido Socialista
Unido de Venezuela (‘PSUV’) and involving acceptance of travel costs relief from
non-EU origin, and

— financial participation in an activity at “Espace Niemeyer” in Paris, France
involving the Parti communiste fran¢ais (‘PCF’) on 2 February 2024, entitled

“Soirée Haiti et sa révolution”.

3) The facts and legal assessment of these interactions are set out separately hereinafter.

"OJ L 317,4.11.2014, p. 1, as amended by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673 of the European Parliament and
of Council of 3 May 2018, OJ L 1141, 4.5.2018, p. 1, and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2019/493 of the European
Parliament and of Council of 25 March 2019, OJ L 851, 27.3.2019, p. 7.
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(1)

(32)

(33)

accompanier’ status, and a visit to a polling station. This allegation to act as election
observers also is confirmed by EL in its reply of 18 November 2025 to the right to be
heard. However, the delegation breached several fundamental principles of electoral
observation as recognised by the European Union for such activities?, in particular by
accepting to attend upon invitation of one of the political forces of the host country
competing in that election, presenting itself with supportive political signalling in
context of one of the contestants in said elections, and accepting financial advantages
from the political party of the latter.

EL thus also contributed to an organised attempt by the currently ruling party to make
the 2024 Venezuelan presidential elections appear legitimate, while the European
Parliament, based on the reports of genuinely independent observers, “Strongly
condemns and fully rejects the electoral fraud orchestrated by the regime-controlled
CNE” and “Notes that reports from international election observation missions clearly
state that the Venezuelan presidential election of 28 July 2024 did not meet
international standards of electoral integrity’. Similar concerns on the Venezuelan
presidential elections of 2024 were voiced also by the High Representative for Common
Foreign and Security Policy on behalf of the European Union®. While these specific
concerns were expressed after the 2024 elections, they were entirely foreseeable for EL
at the time it accepted the economic advantage from PSUV and displayed its support to
that party in Venezuela, given in particular earlier reporting EU statements on elections
previously organised in that country. Indeed, it was well known and already criticised
by the European Parliament prior to the 2024 elections, that the official EU Electoral
Observation Mission had been expelled by government following its
work to observe the regional and municipal elections of 2021, and that significant
doubts on the regularity of the upcoming 2024 presidential elections existed following
detention and arbitrary disqualification of opposition candidates.’

The Authority also examined the letter of q, relied upon by EL in its
comments to the Authority of 18 November 2025, and which argues that “[...] the way
in which we acted as observers, including the expenses incurred, was the only way
possible on our part”.

The Authority however underlines in this context that EL cannot refer to conditions
imposed by a third country interlocutor sanctioned by the European Union, or on a
political party ruling in a third country, or government departments of a third country,
in order to justify acceptance of an economic advantage that is prohibited by Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, nor to override the scope of lawful and legitimate
activities of a European political party in light of Article 10(4) of the Treaty on
European Union. In the present case, even if indeed the conditions for the travel to
Venezuela as implemented by EL - including travel cost relief - were imposed by PSUV

www.eods.eu/methodology.

Resolution of 19 September 2024 on the situation in Venezuela (2024/2810(RSP)),
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ TA-10-2024-0013_EN.pdf

See Statement of 10 January 2025,  htps://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-
releases/2025/01/10/venezuela-statement-by-the-high-representative-on-behal f-of-the-eu-on-the-
events-of-10-january-2025,

Resolution of 8 February 2024 on further repression against the democratic forces in Venezuela: attacks
on [ > 0225 5(RSPY), reottal ) (prior EU election
observers expelled), recitals E-I (detention and arbitrary disqualification of opposition candidates),
hups://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2024-0080 EN.himl
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e) Other consequences

(41)

(42)

The present sanction is without prejudice to any decisions or measures of the
authorising officer of the European Parliament or of competent national authorities, in
their respective remits.

In accordance with Article 32(1)(g) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014,
the details of and reasons for this decision shall be made public on a website created for
that purpose, having due regard to Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons
with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices
and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC)
No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/CE (OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39).

FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO AN ACTIVITY ON HAITI IN THE HEADQUARTERS
OF A PARTY AT NATIONAL LEVEL IN FRANCE

FACTS AND PROCEDURE

(43)

(44)

(45)

On 2 February 2024 from 18:00, an activity entitled “Soirée Haiti et sa révolution” took
place at “Espace Niemeyer”, a part of the headquarters of PCF®, in Paris, France. This
activity was described by EL as “Conference, art exhibition, dance and music show on
the occasion of the 220th anniversary of Haitian independence at PCF headquarters in
Paris with the participation of Haitian diaspora, Haitian trade union and social forces
and the Tricontinental Centre”.

The event was moderated by — presented as “membre de la

direction nationale du PCF”. 1t opened by an intervention entitled “Histoire et
significations internationales de la révolution haitienne“ by _,
referred to as “membre de [l'exécutif national du PCF, chargé des relations
internationales”. position as vice-president of EL was not
mentioned in this context. or otherwise visible. The introduction was followed by an
intervention by , politologue, docteur en science politique, professeur
a DInstitution Saint-Marie d’Anthony, with the title “Histoire et significations
internationales de la révolution haitienne”. A round table discussion followed with
the title “D ’hier a aujourd’hui : comment la révolution haitienne résonne dans les luttes
d’émancipation actuelles des peuples?”, which included speakers of State bodies and
civil society relating to Latin America/Caribbean in France (Embassy of Colombia,
Embassy of Haiti, France-Haiti associations) together with , referred to
in the programme as “responsable des relations internationales du PGE”. This was
followed by a music and dance performance and catering. EL’s logo was absent during
the entire event at the venue: There was no EL-labelled poster or lectern, nor any scene
background or stand displaying EL’s logo.

The event was announced on a dedicated page on the website of PCF’ with the
following text: “I/l y a 220 ans, le ler janvier 1804, triomphait la Révolution haitienne.

https://espace-niemever. fr/le-siege-du-pcl

hitps://www.pcf.fr/soiree_haiti_et sa_revolution
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:
Article 1: Sanction for accepting a donation from a third country

1 A financial sanction shall be imposed on the Party of the European Left in accordance
with Article 27(2)(b)(i) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.

2. For the purposes of the first paragraph, the applicable sanction amount shall be
EUR 3 106.80.

Article 2: Sanction for funding of a political party at national level

1. A financial sanction shall be imposed on the Party of the European Left in accordance
with Article 27(2)(b)(ii) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014,

2 For the purposes of the first paragraph, the applicable sanction amount shall be
EUR 1 880.

Article 3

The Party of the European Left, Square de Meetis 25, 1000 Brussels (Belgium), is the addressee
of this decision.

Article 4

The text of this decision shall be published on the website of the Authority after redacting the
names of the natural persons that appear in it.

Article 5

This decision shall take effect on the day of its notification to the Party of the European Left.

Done at Brussels, on 4 December 2025.

For the Authority for European Political Parties and
e

o Political Foundations

The attention of the Party of European Left is drawn to Article 35 of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014: ‘Right of appeal

Decisions taken pursuant to this Regulation may be the subject of court proceedings before

the Court of Justice of the European Union, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
TFEU.’
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